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…linking the Beacon Parishes 

  Sunday 27th March – Mothering Sunday
9.30am Pitchcombe Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.00am Painswick Beacon Praise for Mothering Sunday

11.00am Cranham Mothering Sunday Service

11.00am Sheepscombe Holy Communion

Please   note  10am start time for Beacon Praise at St. Mary’s

We ask you to please wear a face mask  in church ,unless you have a medical reason
not to and make use of the hand sanitiser provided as you enter.  Whilst face coverings
are no longer legally required, this measure will help us keep our community safe. Good
ventilation is part of covid precautions and our churches may be less warm as a result.
Please dress accordingly.

CLERGY LETTER FOR APRIL
This month we look forward to Easter, Easter Sunday being on 17 th April. Easter is

the  most  important  festival  of  the  Christian  year.  The  resurrection  of  Jesus  is  the
foundation stone on which the Christian faith is built. Without His resurrection His name
would have been forgotten many centuries ago. There would be no church buildings and
no Easter congregations to proclaim “Jesus lives”. St Paul writing to the Christian church
at Corinth says “If Christ has not been raised your faith is futile”. But he goes on to declare
“But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead”. On Easter Sunday we proclaim that
fact loudly and clearly. It is a tradition in this benefice that there is a church service on
Easter Day in every parish. Please consult your church notice board to find out the time of
your local service.

Leading  up  to  Easter,  during  Holy  Week  there  is  a  full  programme  of  church
services  throughout  the  benefice.  For  instance  Compline  is  being  celebrated  at
Harescombe  on  Monday  11  th  April  at  6.30pm;  Celtic  Prayer  will  take  place  at
Sheepscombe on Tuesday 12 th April  at 6.30pm; there will  be “Worship in poetry and
music” at Pitchcombe on Wednesday 13th April at 6.30pm. The Diocese comes together at
the Cathedral on Maundy Thursday at 11am. This is the service when the clergy of the
diocese come to renew their ordination vows and are addressed by our Bishop The Right
Reverend Rachel Treweek. In addition to the clergy, church members and others from
throughout the Diocese are welcome to attend.



On Good Friday  15  th  April,  “Churches  together  around  Painswick  (CTAP)  are
organising a procession of Christian witness around the village commencing at 10.30am at
St Mary’s. This is a united ecumenical opportunity to declare our faith and demonstrate the
meaning of Easter to the village. The procession ends at the Church Rooms where we
share a hot cross bun together. You are welcome to join this united witness.

Have a good Easter.

Revd David Newell

Readings 

Collect                                             God of compassion,

whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,
shared the life of a home in Nazareth,

and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself:
strengthen us in our daily living

that in joy and in sorrow
we may know the power of your presence

to bind together and to heal;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Psalm 34.11-20

Come, O children, listen to me;
 I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

Which of you desires life,
 and covets many days to enjoy good?

Keep your tongue from evil,
 and your lips from speaking deceit.

Depart from evil, and do good;
 seek peace, and pursue it.

The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous,
 and his ears are open to their cry.

The face of the LORD is against evildoers,
 to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.
When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears,

 and rescues them from all their troubles.
The LORD is near to the broken-hearted,

 and saves the crushed in spirit.

Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
 but the LORD rescues them from them all.

He keeps all their bones;
 not one of them will be broken.



The Gospel according to Luke 2.33-35   

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the
inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 

             This is the Gospel of the Lord

  A reason for Mary and Joseph’s amazement may be Simeon's references to the scope of
Jesus'  ministry.  Simeon's  words  included  references  to  Jesus'  ministry  influencing  "all
peoples" (Luke 2:31) and even "the Gentiles" (Luke 2:32).  It was common for Jews to
miss—or even be offended by—the idea that  non-Jews would be saved, as well  .  It's
possible Mary and Joseph hadn't fully realized that Jesus would be the Saviour of  the
entire world. The encounter with Simeon isn't be all positive, however. Before leaving the
temple, Simeon will predict the controversy associated with Jesus' ministry. He will also
warn Mary about the pain she will experience as she watches these events unfold.

Beacon People 

Our prayers are asked for all who are sick, especially   Rebecca Applebee-Crabb,
Richard Garrett, Frauke Hankamer,  Andrea Linsell and Jenipher Pritchard . Pray for
all those people, whether they are relatives or friends, who care for the sick and disabled
in their own homes and  for those undergoing cancer treatment at this time.  

We pray  also for all the charities which this benefice supports, including Christian
Aid, GARAS, Marah,  Sportily  ,  Stroud Citizens Advice, Stroud Foodbank and The Vine
Project and  all from our churches and villages who work in the NHS and in care homes. 

We also remember before God all who have died recently,  as well as all whose
anniversaries of death fall at this time. May they and all the departed rest in peace and rise
in glory.

 There will be a memorial service for the late Joy Butler of Richmond Village on April
1st at 12.00noon in St. Mary’s. All are invited to attend.  

A memorial service for the late Jane Jennings Taylor will be held in the Church of Our
Lady and St. Therese in Painswick on Palm Sunday (April 10th) at 2.30pm  followed by
tea in St Mary's Rooms. Jane had many friends in  Painswick and all are welcome.

Notices 
Beacon Praise this month falls on Mothering Sunday and we will be doing things a little
differently  at  St.  Mary’s.  We  will  start  at  10  o’clock with  crafts  for  children  and
refreshments for adults followed by a shorter service including distribution of posies for our
Mums. Please do come and support the worship and take the opportunity to invite your
neighbouring families to the celebration. Join in,  enjoy some pastries, coffee, crafts, music
and  time  to  celebrate  mothers!  Everyone’s  welcome.  Book  at
https://bookwhen.com/sportilybeacon or just turn up on the day. (Helpful if you book, so we
can know numbers to cater for). See you there!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://bookwhen.com/sportilybeacon


Cranham’s Mothering Sunday Service at 11am this Sunday will be a special Family 
Service with children from Cranham school involved in preparing and leading the service. 
All are most welcome. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Christian Aid committee will hold Lent lunches of soup, bread and cheese in St. 
Mary's Church rooms from midday to 1.30pm on Tuesday 5th  and Wednesday 13th April. 
Proceeds will go to Christian Aid's Ukraine appeal. Make a note in your diary!
Attention all Gardeners During Christian Aid week, 15-21 May, there will be a bring and 

buy garden shop on Friday 20th and Saturday 21st. If any keen or budding (pun intended) 
gardener would like to grow plants for the shop or is dividing some clumps it would be 
greatly appreciated. Information on the salmon supper, lunches and cream teas will be 
available closer to the time.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Thank you all for contributing yet again despite the awful wet weather, to our collection for
Stroud Foodbank. We were able to send two car loads. Our next collection will be on
Wednesday 13 April 10am -12noon in Stamages Lane car park and at the stocks  by
the church. Items needed Tinned Vegetables, Tinned Potatoes, Fruit Juice, Long Life Milk,
Jams and Spreads, Sweet and Savoury Treats, Coffee, Laundry Liquid/Powder. They have
plenty of cereal, pasta and tea. Thank you once again. The Foodbank committee

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PAINSWICK MUSIC SOCIETY’S 76 th Season of wonderful concerts  all take place in St
Mary’s Church on Saturday afternoons.
9 th  April at  3pm -  Jess  Gillam (saxophone)  and  James Baillieu  (piano).  Programme
includes works by Telemann, Poulenc and Piazzolla
30 th April at 4pm – Voces8. Programme: Choral Music Celebrating Regeneration
14  th  May at  3pm  -  Iyad  Sughayer  (piano).  Programme  includes  works  by  Haydn,
Schubert, Schumann, Sibelius and Helen Ottaway
Memberships and tickets can be bought online at: www.painswickmusicsoc.co.uk All ticket
and membership enquiries to Edward Bowron: tickets@painswickmusicsoc.co.uk or
07789 006006

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Cranham Community Response Team:  The initial  contact  for  Cranham residents  is:
nigelrobincooper@gmail.com Tel: 07973 340227
The Painswick Community Support initiative provides community support for 
Painswick. If you need support, please contact 07956 203087 
painswickcommunity@gmail.com
Painswick Community Hub  Tea, coffee and home-made cakes in the Town Hall every
Friday 9.30-11am. All are welcome. 

Weekday Worship
Wednesday weekly: 9.00am Benefice Prayer time via Zoom
The weekly  Zoom invitation  will  be  sent  out  with  Beacon  Light  each  week.   Lindsay
Gardiner ( lindsay.gardiner@icloud.com ) Karen Riding ( kriding07@yahoo.co.uk

Thursday  weekly : 9.30am    Morning Prayer via Zoom from Sheepscombe                     
If you would like to join in or would like a copy of the service sheet please email Karen
Riding kriding07@yahoo.co.uk.  
/

1st Wednesday of each month:    10.30am  Holy Communion at Richmond Village

3rd Tuesday of each month:         11.00am  Holy Communion at Resthaven

mailto:kriding07@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:painswickcommunity@gmail.com
mailto:nigelrobincooper@gmail.com
http://www.painswickmusicsoc.co.uk/


5th Sunday of Lent – Passiontide begins

10.00am Painswick Benefice Holy Communion

3.00pm Painswick Holy Baptism

6.30pm Cranham Evening Worship

Contacts 
Rector:           Revd. Janet Turville   

Benefice Office: The Lychgate, Stroud Road, Painswick, GL6 6UT  

Tel: 01452 814795 Email: lychgateoffice@btinternet.com 

Associate Priest: Revd. Andrew Leach   Tel: 07564 448692     Email: ajpleach@gmail.com

Website:    www.beaconbenefice.org.uk      
 Information for the next Beacon Light Online to ajpleach@gmail.com by Tuesday  5pm at
the latest, please.

And Finally… 
Seen in a pewsheet: “We are pleased to note that there has been a change of mind by the 
Housing Department regarding the name for the new Housing complex for the elderly. 'St 
Peter's Close' did seem somewhat inappropriate.  ”
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